OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable F, 1,.. Massie
County Auditor
Wilbarger County
Vernon, Texas

Dear Sir: opinfion No. 0-601M
Res Whether Wilbarger county/
is authorized Lo issue .
bonds for memorial aud:.-—
Lorium, o~

.\‘ -

Your request for opi.nion\haa been reQeivnd
and carefully considered by this depardment, We guote®
from your requesti as rollo'n: o ~ R

"Some of our ciuzeais are proposing
te pecition the County to.call.a bomd elecilon
for Lhe pqrpoae of tmnatmct.ing a.u auditorium,

propoaed :Ls to be called
a nemri torigg heanoring sexvice men of
the iLwo w . \In addition to the-suditorium
proper, t.ho n ding vill contain rooms for County
Dwnatratiom clubs, 4-H Clubs, snd others, The
niire hullding would Ye available for sny organ-
}onr’ in the chney as vell as ihs ciuy of

-
\ -
S~ -

\ ";j:n. your opinion, would the County be
\a.utbnorized \.o\ iasue bonds for such e& purpose?”

N \ pinion Ko, 0-5%978 of this deparument holds
that clﬁ County, Texas, cannot lswlfully expend money out of
its Permaneni,Improvement FPund for che purpose of erecting a
monument or some form of memorial on the courthouse yard in
honor of Clay County boys in the Armed Services, We qQuote
from said opinion as follows:

NO COMMUNICATION 1§ TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINICN UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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"Generally speaking, iU is well escabliched
:n ihils Stave that 'commissioners! courts are courcs
nf limived jurisdicilon, in that thelr aunihority
extends only 0 maviers pertalining vo e general
velfare of iheir reuspeitive counties and oaaL Laelr
powers ere only Lavas e¢Xpruessly or impliaedly <aun-
farred uyon ilzm oy law, Lhac is, by ihe Coasiliu-
vion and scvsvuses of uLae f/vaie.' (Tex, JJur,, Vol.
11 p. 535),

"We heve falled to £ind mny suchoriiy
that permliia che coumissioners' couri Lo expend
county funds for the purpoae hsretofore msentlicaed,
We do noi think vhel a 'munumeni or memorisl’
such &8 mencioned in your lsiter is a permanaono
improvemen: as conivemplaved by wne Constitution
Or atgbtuiee 31 Thls Jtaia,

“ihersfore, in vie asbpsence of such auihori-
ty, 1lv i3 vahe opinion of this deparument thai (Glay
County has po legal suthoriliy io expend monsy out
of tug Pedmananl Improvement Fuha or sny olher
county fund for uae purpose of ereciing a monu-
ment or acme f{orm of memorial in honor of Lhs
civizenes of zald coulvy Who are in ‘he Armed Ber-
vicesw, alilcugh Lhao proposed expendliurs cof said
funds is & pacricvic and commendapble onae,”

I.lkewiss, we havo been unable (o find any statuiory
auihoriiy for the isruance dof bonds by the county for the pur-
poses ziated 1n your leiier,

Uader tae rfacig siated ve answer your quescion in
the negavive,

Youprs very truly
ADVORAREY GEMERAL OP TEIAS
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